
2026 MSYSA Spring Cups Kickoff Meeting
        April 8, 2026



ÅAbout MSYSA
ÅMeet the MSYSA Referee Assigning Team
ÅGotSport  101
ÅCups Assignments, Pay, Expectations
ÅCups Procedures and Example Match Card
ÅProfessionalism and Work Rate
ÅResources: Full Cup Rules and more
ÅQuestions

Agenda



501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization

Member of the US Soccer Federation & US Youth Soccer

Membership organization with more than: 

Å 248 member clubs and leagues
Å 85,000+ players
Å 10,000 coaches, administrators, and volunteers
Å 2,500  referees, assignors, mentors, and coaches

@MSYSA

MSYSA

msyouthsoccer

Follow us on:

Maryland State Youth Soccer@MDStateYouthSoccer

Mission:
Grow the game of soccer by educating, promoting, supporting, and providing

Vision:
Provide an opportunity for everyone to participate in the game of soccer

Why:
We transform lives!

marylandsysa



ÅSubir Nigam ς Referee Assigning Manager

ü Subir@msysa.org

ÅJenifer Nesselroad ς Referee Assigning Coordinator

ü Jenifer@msysa.org

ÅOliver Stratton Treadway ς Referee Assigning Coordinator

ü Oliver@msysa.org 

ÅJessica Hafer ς Director, Affiliate Logistics

ü Jessica@msysa.org - 410-330-8692

ÅMatch Day On-Call Assignor Mobile Number:
ü 443-766-0610

ÅAll Assignors: Referee@msysa.org

Get to Know MSYSA Assignors
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GotSport  is our referee assigning platform: system.gotsport.com

ÅGotSport  is where you will see match offerings which you will Accept/Reject, then see your assignment 
details (ref position, kickoff times, venues, crew members).

ÅReferee Hub: Resources for MSYSA Refs (How to register in GotSport , RAP, FAQs, and this presentation)

GotSport

https://system.gotsport.com/
https://www.msysa.org/referees-hub/
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GotSport  Reminders!

ÅSet up Blackoutsfrom your user profile by selecting ɈRefereeɉ then ɈReferee Availabilityɉ
ÅBlackouts are dates that you know you are unavailable to referee

ÅUpdate your Profile with complete contact information in GotSport : phone number, complete address, and headshot.
Å If you live away from your home address (like if you are in school), please update your GotSport  address to the 

school address/where you want to be assigned.

ÅOpt-in for Text Messaging. Often times we send information/updates this way (weather updates, field changes, etc.)

ÅAll payments are made through GotPay via direct deposit, twice a month.
ÅBank Account must be a FDIC insured bank, not crypto/Venmo, etc.

 

GotSport
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Å MSYSA Spring Cups: State Cup and Presidents Cup

o Single elimination, ages 11U-19U, boys and girls
o April 12 & 19
o May 3
o May 9 & 10
o May 17
o May 30 & 31

Å Locations: MD Soccerplex and Liberty Sports Park

Maryland Spring Cup Assignments

https://www.msysa.org/winter-spring-state-cup-event-details/
https://www.msysa.org/winter-spring-state-cup-event-details/


*

Referee Pay

Regional+Bonus: $20 per game ɀALL positions
Fourth Official: $50

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:All Cups payments will be executed electronically by Jessica Hafer 
using GotPay on a bi-weekly basis. 
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Assignor Expectations!

 

ÅCommunicate with your Assignors ASAP to address any conflicts (scheduling, conflict of interests, etc.)

ÅBe on your game and enjoy!
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Professionalism

Å Starts Before Kickoff and Continues After Final Whistle

Å Appearance is your First Impression

Å Communication Sets the Tone

Professionalism and Work Rate

Work Rate

Å Movement Shows Commitment

Å Stay Connected with Play

Å Fitness Supports Focus



Å Read the "Weekday/Weekend Match(es) Reminder" email. This email provides Rules/Reminders for the League(s) of 
your upcoming matches. Details about match durations, substitution rules, Full State Cup rules, and more.

Å Check GotSport  the morning of your games to confirm times and locations.

Å If there are cancellations due to weather, you will hear from the MSYSA Referee Assigning Team. If you do not hear from us, your  
match is on as scheduled.

Å The Center Referee must communicate with the crew! Contact your crew before the game to confirm or update 
your arrival time. Messaging can be done through GotSport .

Cups Procedures: Before the match!



Cups  Procedures

ÅArrival time: 30 minutes prior to the match for all referees!

ÅTeams must have their PHYSICALCOACH AND PLAYER PASSES ALONG WITH THE GAME SHEET. 
ÅThe Home Team will provide the Game Sheet

ÅReferees are able to access the Game Sheet in GotSport beforehand

ÅCheck-In Procedure! Must be followed:

ÅPlayers will line-up; the manager/coach will hand the individual card to their player before check -in begins

ÅRef will call out the player's name, player will hand the card to the Ref, and Ref will check card and jersey # on the 
match report

ÅNO player or coach write -ins

ÅYES change jersey numbers

Å11U-12U: No more than 16 active players

Å13U-19U: No more than 18 active players

ÅStrikethrough absent players

ÅUniforms: Home team wears light jersey/socks and Away team wears dark jersey/socks
ÅUndergarments: Home team must wear white and Away team must wear black or main color of their jersey.

ÅIf there is a color conflict between teams, the Home team must change.

12

https://support.gotsport.com/referees-how-to-access-a-match-card


Cups  Procedures

ÅEvery match will have a walk-out, which can include all players or just the starters

ÅMentors will be on -site to provide feedback and evaluation

ÅBoxed lunches and water/gatorade is provided at the Headquarters Tent (Field 8 -9)

AFTER THE MATCH! Please take a picture of the final Match Card and email to Referee@msysa.org

Å Give hard-copy to the winning team, who will deliver it to the tent

Å RED CARD(S)? call Jessica after the match: 410-330-8692
Å Supplemental Report must also be completed then emailed to Referee@msysa.org
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Å Presidents Cup: unlimited substitutions for all age groups

Å State Cup:

o 11U-12U: Unlimited substitutions are permitted
o 13U-14U: Unlimited substitutions are permitted over 3 moments per half plus halftime.
o 15U-19U: Unlimited substitutions are permitted over 4 moments per match plus halftime.

Å If the match requires overtime, each team will receive one moment plus the interval between the two equal 
halves.

Å For a head injury: the team may substitute that injured player even if they don't have a moment remaining.

Å The substitution for the evaluation of a head injury WϥLL NOT count toward the teamsɅ total allowable 
moments (unless other substitutions are made at the time of the substitution).

Å If you feel that a player has  suffered a head injury, they must be subbed off and cannot return to the match 
without medical clearance. THERE WILL BE TRAINERS AT THE GAMES.

Å THERE IS NO HEADING FOR 11U

Cups Procedures:
Substitutions and Head Injury!



2026 Spring Cups

Å Matches in all rounds of the competition must have a winner!
Å Games ending in regulation with a tied score will play the Extra Time period specified.
Å If it is still tied at the end of Extra Time, the Kicks from the Mark procedure will be used to determine the winner

Cups Procedures: Determining the 
Outcome of A Match



Example
Match Card/Report

Å Venue, Field, Date, Time, Age 
group, Game #

Å Coaches and Players are listed 
for each team
Å No Club-Pass players are 

permitted!
Å If you see any orange-

highlighted players, THEY 
CANNOT COMPETE

Å Put a check-mark next to 
players that are present 
for the match

Å Strikethroughabsent 
players

Å Referee names are at the 
bottom
Å Notify us ASAP if a 

referee is not at the 
match!

Referees should only call our
On-Call Number: 443-766-0610

AFTER THE MATCH:
1. Clearly write the final score of the 

match
2. Notate cautions and send-offs
3. Notate the timings of the goals in the 

boxes
4. Get the Match Report signed by a 

Coach/Manager from each team
5. Email a copy of the completed Match 

Report to Referee@msysa.org
Á Include any Supplemental 

Report to the email, as well
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Standards of Dress and AppearanceStandards of Dress and Appearance

https://www.tvsra.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Referee-Program-Standards-of-Dress.png

