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                          PLAYER RIGHTS and OBLIGATIONS

The Maryland State Youth Soccer Association (MSYSA) considers that any player who registers and is rostered to a

tr avel t eam each  seasonal y ear (Sept ember  1 - A ugus t 3 1) h as reached  a mut ual agreem ent  w ith t he Team

Off icial(s ) to  play  on t hat  team  unt il t he end o f t he cur rent  Seasonal Year.  Regist rat ion and rost ering  to  a team

must be renew ed each seasonal year.

The player may choose to be released from the team at any time and for any reason, e.g., to play another sport, to

play on another US Youth Soccer (USYS) affiliated team (rules permitting), not to play anymore, etc.  Upon leaving

a team, the player must honor the agreement reached with t he Team Off icial(s) regarding payment of  fees, return of

uniforms and/or ot her equipment, etc.  Failure to do so may prevent t he player from joining another team; therefore

it is essential that players and their parents or guardians get a clear understanding of the policies regarding FEES

(amount, w hen due, refunds) and EQUIPMENT (w ho ow ns w hat) BEFORE joining t he t eam.

Team Off icials cannot  refuse to  release a player.  Upon r eceiving a request,  Team Off icials must  act pro mpt ly in

completing the release process in accordance with MSYSA policies and procedures.  To effect the release, a

MSYSA Player/Team Status form (available from the designated League Registrar, the MSYSA Stat e and Assistant

State Registrars, and the MSYSA State Off ice) must be completed and signed by the player, the player's parent or

guardian, and a Team Official.  The parent or guardian must also complete the portion explaining the reason for the

request ed release.   The player and paren t/ guard ian sign atu res on t his f orm  are M SYSA ' s veri fi cat ion t hat  th e player

is leaving the team voluntarily.  MSYSA Registrars will not process a release unless all signatures are present on the

form and the reason stated.

Ac cording  to  USYS ru les, a pl ayer m ay be released inv olun tar ily  only  fo r t he f ollow ing reasons:  (1) t he play er has

vio lated  rules o f US Socc er, USYS, o r t he M SYSA ;  (2 ) th e player has m oved  beyo nd a reasonable di stan ce (as

def ined by t he M SYSA ); or  (3) t he play er is inj ured in  such  a mann er t hat  he or sh e w ill no t b e able t o part icipate

for t he remainder of t he season.  In the case where team rights are in question, M SYSA permits the involunt ary

removal of a player from a team if t he player, player's parents/guardians, or anyone associated w ith t he player  are

disrup tiv e inf luences.   Requests f or t his t ype of  invo lunt ary release m ust  be subm itt ed in w rit ing t o t he M SYSA

Board of Direct ors (w ith a cop y t o the play er's parent s/guardians) by a Team Of ficial f or approval.

Whi le the play er may leav e a team at  any t ime, t here may b e restric tion s on joinin g anot her team ; generally  these

restrictions are defined in League rules.  Violation of agreements w ith t he former team on payment  of f ees or return

of  unif orm s and equ ipm ent  may  prev ent  th e player f rom  joini ng ano th er t eam.   Also, M SYSA  and Nat ional r ules

may restrict t he number of players that can transfer onto a t eam w ithin a given Seasonal Year.  It is the player's

responsibility to notif y the Off icials of both t eams that he or she desires to move, and to verify if any restrictions

apply  that w ould  precl ude suc h a chan ge or li mit  th e player' s part icipatio n on t he new  team  before act ion is  tak en

on being released  fr om the present  team .

Under USYS and MSYSA rules, a player has the right to be concurrently rostered to more than one team.  The

player can be a Secondary (Multiple-Rostered) player on any number of teams but can only be a Primary player on

one t eam.   Only  Primary  players can p art icipate in  Stat e Cup co mpetit ions.   (Teams con tain ing m ult iple-ro ster ed

players are eligible t o com pete in St ate Cup,  but  the m ulti ple-rost ered players cannot participate .)  M ost  Leagues

have further restrictions that preclude playing for more than one team wit hin the League.  There may also be

restric tion s on part icipat ion in t ournam ents,  w hich sho uld be inv estigat ed at t he tim e of appli catio n.  Players mu st

indicate in the appropriate sections of t he MSYSA M embership & Player Registration and Player/Team Status form s

any aff iliation w ith ot her teams.  T he player must  also inform  all appropriate Team Of ficials of  his/her aff iliation w ith

oth er teams.

Players have th e right  to p artic ipate w ith ano ther t eam as a guest play er in to urnament s if t he tou rnament  rules so

allow.  Team Officials must make the USYS or MSYSA Player Pass available on request to allow t his participation;

th e Passes must  be ret urned  as soon  as possib le aft er com plet ion o f t he t ourn ament .  In c onsid ering  part icipatio n as

a guest for another team, t he player should consider obligations to t he present t eam, and whet her the player's

absence would be a detriment to the team in any scheduled games or activities which conflict  w ith the tournament.


