MSYSA Board Meeting – 4/15/09

Minutes

Board members in attendance: Ben Neil, Louise Waxler, Arlene Rodway, Linda Norton, Cliff Walcott, Bob Deegan, Gina Clapp, Gary Schneehagen, Scott Eslick, Mike Sidlak, Mark Malloy, Alan Buster, Bill Stara, Marie Langford, Ray Greenberg. Guests: Eric McAleer, Rob Smith
Board members absent: Todd Clark, Rich Fabrizio, and Sam Mangione.

Gary Schneehagen made a motion to accept the March Minutes.  Motion was second by Cliff Walcott.  Motion approved. 
Eric McAleer thanked all the board members who went along on the trips.  He has received excellent reports back from Sweden and Scotland.
There will be a report about Bill’s visits to the professional clubs in Scotland.  He spent time with Celtic, Rangers, Hamilton & St. Johnstone met with the coaches of their development teams.

President Report – Ben Neil - Tournament insurance – got a couple emails asking about the insured amount.  The polo ground is requiring a 3 million dollars insured amount.   State insurance covers 1 million.  If a club needs more than 1 million insurance they are responsible for picking up the rest of the insured amount.
Alan Buster made a point when someone becomes involved with MSYSA such as a district commissioner the new participants do not know the history of the organization.  Suggested that we should have an information packet for the new members of the board.  

District commissioner positions– Ben laid out an idea.  RTP is part of the district commissioner’s responsibilities, which does not seem to be working very well this year.  I think at some point in time we might want to consider how the District commissioner s serves their clientele.  Need to figure out how we are addressing the district RTP system.

Rec Tournament – possibility of being held in August 15/16 – Cliff will take on the Cup director – Fish the girls and Sam the boys.  Ben wants to meet with personal acquaintance to help figure out how to run the tournament.

International matches – coming to Baltimore in July – email from US soccer – gross gate receipts – 1.1/4% of gross gate will come to MSYSA for double international events.  Waiting for the allotment of 50 tickets unless there are additional dignitaries they will pull from the 50 tickets.

Fields – prospect for a full side filed and a short side field adjacent from an exit on 95.  
Executive VP - Louise Waxler– nothing to report – 6 reserves seats available for the Freedom game if anyone wants them.  Kicks tournament begins at 10 am on Saturday– lunch at Noon – games end at 4 PM. 
First VP - Arlene – no written report

Second VP – Linda Norton – No report.

Third VP - Cliff Walcott – meeting Friday night with some people from Williamsport Md.  RTP nos. not what we want it to be.  50 participants from the north – East – 

Treasurer - Bob Deegan – reviewed the budget – any questions contact Bob.

Registrar - Mike B – absent – Will be a discussion about registration process for Recreational players

Affiliations – Friends of Patterson Park provided the bylaws – they were approve pending the submission of their bylaws – bylaws were submitted the next day.  Approved for affiliation.
Northern Elite Soccer Club – motion to accept affiliation of Northern Elite Soccer Club was made by Linda Norton.  Motion was second by Cliff second.  Affiliation approved.

DOC – Bill Stara’s report – DOC Monthly Emails

Once a month Club DOC are sent an email updating them on educational courses, ODP events and other important pieces of information. Last email contained the following:

Educational courses, USA National Defolempic Team, KICKS Against Breast Cancer Tournaments and Matches for 2009, Calvert Soccer Association is hosting the Calvert Beach International Invitational Cup 
Coaching Education: National C
We just received notification that Maryland has been approved to host a National C License course this summer. MSYSA will host a National "C" License course at SAC on July 30-August 2 & August 6-9, 2009. Instructors: Lew Atkinson and Bill Stara

State E - MSYSA will also be hosting an "E" course July 11-12 at South River High School in Edgewater Maryland. Applications for this course can now be found on the website.
Instructor: Mike Sidlak

State D - MSYSA will also be hosting a "D" course in June at South River High School in Edgewater Maryland. Applications for this course can now be found on the website within the next two weeks.
ODP 
-ODP Girls 92 – finish third at National ODP Championships in Texas.
-Report attached

-ODP College night – postponed until May: TBA 

-ODP International Trip report will be finished for May board meeting.
RTP

-Curriculum guide finished and housed in the state office. 

-Up date from regional commissioners
TOPSOCCER

-Attended TOPSOCCER coach certificate course in March.

-TOPSOCCER Training     

Friday night

7-8        

Registration 

8 to 10 

 Meeting held Friday night to cover Risk management and to introduce TOPSOCCER.

Saturday morning 

8-11      

General meeting to discuss the following topics:



What does a TOPSSOCCER player look like?



How to handle a player who has disabilities.



How to develop a training session.



Soccer Buddies



Characteristics of a TOPSOCCER coach

11-12:30  
Lunch and travel to the indoor facility for training session.

12:30 – 1:30 
Observe a training session run by Sam Snow with TOPSOCCER players and Soccer 
Buddies.

1:30 – 2:00 
Debriefing about the session.
2:00 – 3:00
Suggestions for running a training session by NY West TOPSOCCER volunteer.

3:00 – 4:00
Suggestions for running a training session by NJ TOPSOCCER volunteer.

Most of the people at the seminar eat dinner together.

Sunday morning

8:30- 9:30
Starting a TOPSSOCCER program

9:30 – 10:30
Characteristics of the different disabilities and how to handle them.

End of seminar

See note book I have created for more information and handouts pertaining to TOPSOCCER
-TOPSOCCER notebook also housed in office. 
ODP National report

Observations 
Flight:

An airline with no luggage check is a must. Traveling on Air Tran add $15 person for luggage which is unaccounted for by USYS

Should be able to leave by 4pm on Sunday instead of 6PM. Too much down time leaving at 6pm and arrival time back home (mid-night) is unacceptable.

Hotel:

Hotel arrangements at Embassy Suite were excellent.

Hotel provides meeting room for team meeting. (Sign up procedure – first come first serve.)

Car Rental:

Need to have change for tolls on the way to the hotel and back to the airport.

GPS would be helpful.

Perdium:  The money allotted by USYS, $1600, is just enough money for meals and half time supplies. Coaches need to monitor the cost for each player. Strongly suggest having a team dinner which is affordable at a sit down location. (Macaroni Grill)

Lunch – subway. Chaperon should pick up lunches while coaches have team meeting.

Breakfast supplied by the hotel. Would suggest team eats together. 

Observations of Girls 92 team during nationals:

Pre-game meetings:

Talking about expectations from each teammate.

What it means to be playing for an ODP National Championship.

Having Bre come along on the trip was a good decision and allowing her to talk to the team was important for her as well as the team.

Finding out about teammates, not sure how that one tied into everything. I would have hope that most of the girls would have known more about each other based on last year being at nationals and their time at regional’s.

Individual meetings – good to let them know exactly where they are at in the game and on the team. 

Game observations

Game 1 
Maryland formation:  4-3-3    California South formation: 3-4-3
Forwards: 

Three forwards play flat across the top. 

Weak side forwards always walks up to the defender thus walking forward to be marked. (Rational: Players inability to read the play fast enough. Worried about being able to get forward and cutting inside the defender on an attacking run.

Weak side forward does not check off of the defender to pull back and wide to create space for balls switched through the midfield.

Central forward lack and understanding of how to create space for herself and how to stretch the attack. Always finding her standing or running in front of the central defender. She fails to starch the field by walking up to the sweeper and then checking back into the space to receive balls.

Defensively slow to move and play as a unit of three instead of a group of three.

Forwards walk up to a marking back to be marked. Forwards lack the understanding as to how to stretch the field and make space for them self to check back into. (#21)

Midfield:

Midfielders have difficulty switching the point of attack through the midfield. Part of the reason for this is:

Central midfield players have difficulty switching the point of attack through the middle of the field for the following reasons:

Body language and position in the center of the field. 

First touch. First touch is either back into the direction of where the first pass came from or the ball is stopped at their feet and it takes one to two more touches to get the ball out from their feet and another touch to play the ball wide.

Weakside forward is to slow to recognize when they must check back for the ball and away from the defender to receive the ball.

Outside backs must become more active pushing forward into the attack to receive the ball from the defensive midfielder. (This was accomplished in the second game against Kansas by the right back.)

Turning to get forward

Midfielders are more concerned with possession and playing the ball back when they have the ability to turn and get forward.

Defenders

Playing balls into the flank:

Outside backs and outside midfielders have difficulty playing the ball down the line on the left side. (Non-left sided players were not able to play balls down the line to forwards making diagonal runs or long balls of the top of outside defenders with their weak foot.) 

Central defenders lose their marking shape when they push move forward. Lack the ability 

to problem solve on the fly defensively.

Defensive heading needs to improve.

Set pieces

Attacking players lack the understanding how to unbalance the defense with player movement. Players either creating space on one side of the field or bring players from behind. 

Half time talk:

Coaches give players a great deal of good information however the players are never asked their thoughts on how to solve problems or what problems do they feel they are facing.


Game 2 
Maryland formation:  4-3-3    Kansas formation: 4-4-2

Observations:

Kansas is over matched by the girls. 

Team has the ability to dictate the flow of the game. The only thing that the ladies seem to have a difficult time dealing with in the first half is the wind. Penetrating balls seem to run over the end line due to the wind.

Second half deals with the wind in punts by dropping well into their own end of the field. I would have liked to have seen the back 4 stepping up to midfield every once in a while on punts to see how Kansas would have reacted.

#3 Doyle shows that she is a special player in this game. She needs to be able to show the same flair for the game against tougher competition.

Recommendations:

Head coach and assistant coach should attend event.

DOC and Director for ODP program should attend event.   Will always need at least one female for female ODP teams attending the event. 

Coaching staff,  DOC, Director of ODP, MSYSA representative and 18 person roster fill the slots provided for by USYSA.

Executive Director - Marie Langford shared with us that she would like to do a workshop in 2010.  Proposal received from Trish of we would like to hold at the SoccerPlex.  A 2 day rental $2500, field rental $100 per hour.  We would hold the AGM & workshop at the same time – Looks like a good deal. For next year

Md. Soccer Hall of Fame – several people being inducted Friday May 8th at the Columbus Garden.  Let Marie know if you want to attend.
Volunteer nomination forms – Coach, Volunteer, youth referee & Admin, please fill out and turn in.
Adjudication Committee - Ray Greenberg – hearing set up for Saturday in reference to the  Joe Reick incident. 
Mike Basileo has received  two complaints concerning cutting players – Both cases – the player was forced to leave, moved to another team – suggested that he hold the hearing (Mike B) since he is program chair.  Mike is uncomfortable to hold the hearing – not something, adjudication usually holds – there are guidelines.
Mark Malloy made the motion for Adjudication committee to hear the two report incidents of releasing players from rosters.  Mark Malloy made the motion.  Motion was second by Cliff Walcott.  Linda Norton abstained from the voting.  The motion passed.
Marketing -Rob Smith – Did a newsletter right before the state cup games were held.  Send email only to the emails given to Arlene who were involved in state cup.  Did a broader email earlier this week – about Kicks and things coming up this weekend.

Next item – proposal discussed with Marie – creates a new no cost sponsorships.

Arlene Rodway made a motion to adjourn.  Motion second by Bob Deegan.   

Meeting Adjourned.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Gina Clapp-Secretary MSYSA.

