MINUTES

MSYSA Executive Board Meeting

November 15, 2006
President Ben Neil called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Maryland State Youth Soccer Association office in Millersville, MD.
The Minutes of the October meeting were approved.
Board Members Present:  Ben Neil, Jeff Hess, Colleen Yanchulis, Arlene Rodway, Linda Norton, Cliff Walcott, Jack Barnold, Mike Basileo, Mark Malloy, and Mike Sidlak 
Board Members Absent:  Gary Schneehagen, David Gould, Rich Edgar, Louise Waxler, Rick Aleshire, John Rupp, Doug Schuessler, and Rich Fabrizio
Others Present:  Jerry May, Mandy Bishop, Graham Ramsay, Debbie Dooley, Barbara Blanford, and Rob Smith
President’s Report:  
Ben reported on Cyber Mall, a unique fundraising idea wherein MSYSA would receive 3.3% of the gross online sales.  Ben would like a non-voting member to represent TOPSoccer and Special Olympics.  Graham suggested Jason Schimmel for Special Olympics.  Colleen is interested in working with TOPSoccer.

Exec. V.P. – No report.  Louise Waxler 

1st V.P.:   Arlene Rodway reported on the MD Cup, that 54 teams have applied to date.  She sent an email blast to the returning teams and plans to send another email for all teams. 
2nd V.P.:  Jack Barnold provided a written report and noted receiving information from Graeme Miller with respect to the vacant U13G ODP assistant coach.  After discussion of Graeme’s resume a motion was made and seconded to accept Graeme as a member of the Girls ODP coaching staff, subject to the risk management background check.  Motion passed. Ben identified the MSYSA representatives who will be traveling with the ODP teams on their spring 2007 International Trips:  Rich Fabrizio – ’92 Girls, Brazil; Jack Barnold – ’92 Boys, Scotland; and Jerry May – ’90 & ’92 Boys, Argentina.
ODP Financial Assistance – Jerry mentioned that Prince Lapnet and Demar Stephenson both had been invited to participate with the Region 1 team in upcoming National ODP events.  Both players are in need of financial assistance.  Both play with Bethesda Soccer Club teams. Per past MSYSA policy, Jerry suggested that MSYSA would pay one-half of the players’ cost and ask BSC to cover the other half.  Linda Norton, President of BSC acknowledged that the club would cover half of the players costs.  A motion was then made for MSYSA to pay half ($200) of the cost to the players to participate with the Region 1 team, with the requirement that the players would be required to assist at the Workshop.  Motion was seconded and passed.

3rd V.P. – Cliff Walcott reported a sparse response, so far, for the MSYSA Indoor Cup to be held December 29 and December 30 at the MD SoccerPlex in Germantown.  Cliff stated that an additional email blast will be sent to the MSYSA membership in hopes of increasing applications.

Registrar’s Report - Mike Basileo reported working on issues with the new on-line system with ADG, and discussed areas of improvement.  In addition, Mike reported on Regional Registrar issues, where a modification for International clearance for younger players is being worked on.  It was noted that the process for International clearance for younger players (after age 12) is time-consuming and a new process is being worked on where players would fill out a waiver and it could be approved locally.  

After more discussion, a motion was made and seconded to send back to the Region 1 Registrar MSYSA’s vote to eliminate the current process for International Clearance after age 12.
Treasurer’s Report – Jeff Hess referred to the written report issued, asked that we read the report and be prepared to discuss at the next meeting to go over particular items.
Regional Committee Reports:

New Affiliate – Davidsonville Athletic Association – asked for direct affiliation for their program.  Motion made, seconded to accept this club into MSYSA.  Motion passed.

Additional ODP Reports – In addition to the written reports, Debbie Dooley and Barbara Blanford noted that there was going to be a meeting with coaches on Tuesday.  The ladies were thanked by the State for their diligence and it was remarked that we are lucky to have them both. 
On the Boys ODP Ben stated that at the Region 1 fall meeting there was considerable dissatisfaction with the Boys ODP ID Camps and that changes had been promised by the Region 1 Director for 2007 so that all players attending the camps would have a good experience.

Director of Coaching:  Graham Ramsay asked the Board to approve a $600 expenditure for Steven Pfeil to attend the US Soccer National Goalkeeping Course.  The money would be taken from the Boys ODP budget.  Motion was made and seconded in favor of the expense.  Motion passed.

Graham also reported on a new end of season tournament for MD Independent Schools which was held in Hagerstown.  There were  14 boys and girls high school teams participating.  MSYSA helped support the event by providing soccer balls.  The intent is to expand the event in 2007.  MSYSA’s support for the event gave MSYSA good exposure in the areas where the schools are located.
Graham also acknowledged that former ODP MD player Joanna Lohman played with the US Women’s National Team in the Peace Cup International Tournament in Japan.  Joanna was also a recipient of the Academic All-American award two years in a row.

 Coaching Committee – Mark Molloy reported that Gary Lynch is planning for DDP and has 4 or 5 sites with an aggressive plan this year.  Mark will talk to Gary Lynch about a possible Scotland summer trip.  It was noted by Ben Neil that Mark Molloy would be the MSYSA chaperone for the DDP Scotland trip this summer.  

Risk Management – Mike Sidlak reported on background checks and positive coaching alliance.  Mike cited recent litigation, and noted an article in NSCAA Coaches magazine.  It was mentioned that Bethesda Soccer Club has voted to institute background checks for its coaches.
League Representatives:  Ben and Jerry met recently with WAGS and NCSL Presidents, Kathy Diapoulis and Ray Greenberg and SYRA Joe Rieck, to discuss a variety of referee related issues.  BBSL President Kevin Healey was unable to attend.  Ben stated that he wanted to maintain a regular dialogue with the leagues with additional future meetings.  Ben also would like to have MSYSA formally appoint an MSYSA representative to each league.  The matter would be discussed further at the December meeting.

Y H
Marketing – Rob Smith provided a written report and talked about the Workshop and interest in structuring the MSYSA database to increase the audience.  Jerry reported that Demosphere was offering a new feature for websites where member clubs could put a link on their websites to specific items on the State Association website.  He stated that VYSA has created the “VYSA News” link and had a good response from its member clubs.  The Board authorized that MSYSA  have Demosphere create an  “MSYSA News” link and offer it to MD clubs.  With respect to the Workshop, Ben announced that since there would not be enough time at the Workshop to hold a “G” course, that Gary Schneehagen offered to secure Kenwood HS to hold a free “G” course prior to the spring season.
Unfinished Business: 
Arlene stated that she and Ben had notified Region 1 that MSYSA would not be entering any teams in the U-12 small-sided competition because there currently are no leagues in MD which play 8 v 8 at U-12.  WAGS and NCSL will be doing so next year, and Maryland will consider holding a small-sided Cup competition in 2008.
Exec. Director’s Report:  
· Jerry offered additional information regarding the CyberMall and the large stores that would be included and how the clubs would access the CyberMall through the MSYSA website.  
· The annual TOPSoccer Fall Festival was held at Wooten HS. –  MSYSA supplied soccer balls and printed T-shirts for the TOPSoccer volunteers.
· The MACS All-state games will be held at Broadneck H.S. on November 20, at 5:00 and 7:30.  MSYSA is a sponsor.
· The E license requirement for head coaches of MSYSA affiliated travel teams is now posted on the MSYSA website.

· Jerry reported that High Five Sportswear, the holder of the Admiral license for the US, and MSYSA’s equipment sponsor will no longer have the Admiral license after 2007.  The current contract with High Five/Admiral expires on August 31, 2006, therefore, this development will not adversely affect MSYSA.  A new Request for Proposals will be prepared and distributed to manufacturers interested in becoming MSYSA’s equipment/apparel sponsor. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:58.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda R. Norton

MSYSA Secretary
