MINUTES

MSYSA Executive Board Meeting

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

President Ben Neil called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The previous Minutes were approved with one minor date/time correction.

Board Members Present:  Ben Neil, Rich Fabrizio, Linda Norton, Jeff Hess, Jim McGoldrick, Jack Barnold, Gene Whitney, Mark Molloy, Larry Rockstroh, and Mike Basileo
Board Members Absent: Louise Waxler, Leon Reed, Eric McAleer, Herry Binnendijk, Ray Fairgrieve, Dave Gould, Arlene Rodway
Others Present: Jerry May, Graham Ramsay, Keith Tabatznik, Debbie Dooley, Barbara Blanford, Mary Ann Kapcala, and Mike Sidlak
President’s Report:  
Ben reported that Eric McAleer regrettably resigned his position as Member At-Large due to his wife’s illness.   Ben introduced Mike Sidlak, presented his resume, submitted Mike to fill the vacancy created by Eric’s departure.  Motion was made and seconded to accept Mike Sidlak as new Member-At-Large to fill the remainder of Eric McAleer’s term.  Motion carried and approved unanimously.
Ben then appointed Mike Sidlak to fill the vacancy on the Coaching Committee, a position that Eric McAleer had held previously.

Exec. V.P.:  Jim McGoldrick reported that he had met with Jamie O’Connor of DC United, who expressed a strong desire to get involved in our Workshop.  Jim further reported that yesterday, the Workshop Committee met with the Baltimore Blast and were given a tentative date of January 28, when the 1st Mariner Arena (formerly the Baltimore Arena) could accommodate the Workshop. The Blast have a home game that evening.  The Cole Field House at the University of Maryland, site of last year’s Workshop is available January 14 to hold the Workshop.  However, Jim reported that the Baltimore site could give us access the night before for goody bag stuffing and set-up.  No decision has been made at this time regarding the date.  Jim encouraged everyone to give input on the Workshop.
The Workshop Committee is comprised of Louise Waxler, Kay McGoldrick, Jack Barnold, and Mandy Bishop.  Ben said all the options are on the table, that we would like to bring in as many people as we can, and encouraged Board members to be creative in thinking of things to get people to attend the Workshop.  Ben would like the Region Commissioners to hold a Workshop session in conjunction with a free G Course that Graham will be conducting.
1st V.P.:  Arlene Rodway is out of town and provided a written report on the Maryland Cup.  Jerry mentioned that there is an extra weekend in April this year, and that holding the semifinals in April/early May is under consideration, leaving the June weekend for the Finals.  This is a change in format and will be finalized next month.  If there are issues with this new scenario, send Arlene an e-mail.

Treasurer’s Report:  Jeff Hess called our attention to the written report provided.  The treasurer would like the Budget submission to match our P&L Statement.  Jeff mentioned the Greater Harford Soccer Complex on which he is working to develop and that MSYSA has supported the effort in the past by submitting several written statements and appearing a public forums.  He reported that he has requested  a $100k loan from Region 1 to complete the planning stage for an 11-field complex with a training area.  A Premier Development League team will use the facility, and an English club will become a tenant.  The complex will also house a youth sports rehabilitation center.  Jeff asked for MSYSA’s support of his loan request.
A question was raised with regard to the availability of the fields for MSYSA State Cup and whether MSYSA would have to provide a guarantee for the loan, and if so, what would be MSYSA’s protection should the project not succeed.  The issue was discussed regarding Region 1 requirement that financial requests of this nature have a relationship with a State Association. The Board was not in favor of providing a guarantee for a loan.  It was stated that Bob Palmero would like a letter of support for the project from MSYSA.  A motion was made to supply a letter of endorsement and support for the Greater Harford Soccer Complex.  Motion carried. 1 abstention

Registrar’s Report:  Travel Policy.  At the Region 1 meeting, there was a discussion of the fact that US Club Soccer doesn’t require Permission to Travel.  Mike reported that USYS is heading toward a process of changing the current “Approval of Travel” to a Notification of Travel form and process.  
Regional Commissioners:

Gene Whitney and Mike Basileo are working with ADG to get the on-line registration system up to speed.  Some problems have been encountered with ADG that have impeded progress.  Gene represented that MSYSA needs to continue applying pressure to ADG or another window of opportunity will be lost.  ADG has reviewed our business rules, and Gene feels they can still deliver the system even though the project is 3-4 weeks behind schedule.  Gene is going to put a letter together letting them know how they can assist us.
Mark Molloy reported on the District Development Program in the North Region.  Efforts are being made to identify a second location in the North where training sessions can be held to make the program more convenient to more players.  Graham and Mark would like smaller groups and will get together with North Head Coach Gary Lynch to identify locations for training sessions.   
Rich Fabrizio reported that successful E and C license courses were completed recently in Montgomery County with 40 and 48 attendees, respectively.  
Ben read a request for affiliation from Bishopville Travel Soccer.  Motion made, seconded and approved to accept Bishopville as an affiliate.
Girls ODP:  Written report.  The MSYSA Girls ODP coaching staff was presented.  Motion made and seconded to approve the coaches presented, pending their background checks and paperwork being in order.  Motion approved.

Boys ODP:  No written report.  Keith Tabatznik presented his recommendations for Boys ODP International trips.  Keith proposes taking the 1993 (U-13) age group to Scotland, with Excel Sports coordinating the trip.  The proposal is for the 1991 (U-15) and 1989 (U-17) age groups to go to Brazil with Soccer Futuro.  Motion made, seconded, and approved unanimously for the Boys ODP Overseas trips to be to Brazil and Scotland.  Keith also presented a list of coaches for the Boys ODP staff.  Motion made and seconded to approve the coaches presented, pending their background checks and paperwork being in order.  Motion approved.

Director of Coaching:  Graham Ramsay reported that he had met with officials of SAC regarding possible use of their facilities for ODP and coaching license courses.  Graham reported that DDP is moving forward.  Graham is developing two syllabuses and plans to order videos for players to practice at home.  Graham reported that he will be visiting Clear Springs, Middletown and Cumberland to sit down with coaches in those areas to discuss the program.  
Finance – Linda reported that MSYSA had submitted a product proposal to Admiral regarding what MSYSA would purchase and what Admiral would provide under the extension of its contract.   Jerry provided some details on the proposed Admiral contract and showed the past figures on a spreadsheet on what was purchased and what was provided by Admiral. He stated that while the retail value of what MSYSA has purchased in recent years has gone down, the value of what has been requested from Admiral has not dropped to the same degree. Jerry reported that Admiral will get back to him with a response to our request.  Linda asked that further discussion be tabled until MSYSA gets Admiral’s response.
New Business:

Jack Barnold raised concern with regard to a June adjudication hearing wherein a coach was accused of forging a release form.  The concern was that after the hearing, the coach was suspended but Registrars were not notified of the sanctions against the coach.  Discussion took place of having suspensions published on the MSYSA Website.
Executive Director's Report:
Jerry reported on three upcoming recreation tournaments:  October 22, the Allegheny Cup in Frostburg; November 19, the Kohl’s Cup in St. Mary’s County,  and November 19, the Talbot Fall Classic in Easton.
Jerry reported that October 29th is MSYSA Night at the University of MD., with the men playing Indiana and the women playing Boston College.  Maryland club and ODP teams which won Regional championships this past summer will be recognized at halftime of the Men’s game.
Discussion took place on the MSYSA office lease.  MSYSA has been in this building for 12 years but its lease expired three years ago.  The landlord has offered a new lease.  Motion was made and seconded that we sign a two-year lease with a year option for the current office space.  Motion carried.

Ben asked Mike Sidlak to Chair the Risk Management Committee, with other members Jeff Hess and Mike Basileo. 
Good of the Game – A Female referee seminar is being planned in Pennsylvania November 19, from 9:00-3:00.  It is free, and Debbie Coleman and Debbie Hire are interested in attending.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda R. Norton

MSYSA Secretary

