
MINUTES

MSYSA Executive Board

August 17, 2005
It is the responsibility of each member league, club, and recreation organization to make copies of these minutes available to each of their teams and coaches.
President Ben Neil called the Meeting to order at PM.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ben Neil, Jim McGoldrick, Arlene Rodway, Mike Basileo, Leon Reed, Mark Molloy, Rich Fabrizio, Louise Waxler, Eric McAleer, Jack Barnold, Linda Norton, Mary Ann Kapcala,  
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
   Ray Fairgrieve, Henry Binnedijk, Gene Whitney, Larry Rockstroh, David Gould
OTHERS PRESENT:  Jerry May, Mandy Bishop, Barbara Blandford, Debbie Dooley, Graham Ramsay, Jen Pagliaro, Jack Jones, Jeff Hess

The meeting opened with a short presentation by Ralph Lebarge of the Denison Cabral Maryland SportsPlex.  The facility, located near to the MSYSA offices, used to be an ice rink and will open on September 2 as a new indoor multi-sport facility for soccer, Futsal, basketball, lacrosse and volleyball.  In addition, there are two meeting/party rooms for rent.  Further information can be reviewed at www.mdsportsplex.com.

President’s Report:
Ben Neil proposed the formation of a new standing nominating committee with Mark Molloy as the chairman.  This committee will review and make recommendations for filling open positions on the Board.  The Board approved the appointment of Mark Molloy to chair the committee.
Executive Vice-President:
Plans have begun on the next Workshop.  The Baltimore Blast has shown great interest in participating.  DC United appears to be losing interest and will be contacted to clarify their position with the Board.  An updated report will be prepared for the next Board meeting.

1st Vice-President:
No report.

2nd Vice-President:
The results of the Player Development Program were presented in a written report.  Overall there has been a noted improvement in the ODP programs for both boys and girls.  The Head Coaches have offered several suggestions to improve the tryout program and to allow better recognition of DDP players by the ODP coaching staff as concerns promotion to the ODP squads.  DDP has several suggestions to expand the locations for workouts in order to expand the interest in those who felt travel was an impediment.

Registrar:
Training of the registrars has been completed.  The overall number of registrars decreased, but the loss of the MSI Classic league means the number of registrars covers basically the same number of players as last year.  Weekly phone calls have been held with ADG and Business Rules are being sent for template construction.

The Minutes of the July meeting were reviewed.  Mike Basileo offered a correction to the minutes.  As clarification, Mike offered a motion that MSYSA teams are required to utilize the USYS Application for Travel when traveling outside the jurisdiction of MSYSA, including tournaments in Maryland sanctioned by other US Soccer member organizations..  The motion was seconded and after some discussion was defeated.  A motion was then made by Jim McGoldrick to accept the minutes with the correction, was seconded and passed unanimously.

Treasurer:
The profit and loss report was reviewed.  Leon Reed then offered to relinquish the position of Treasurer and return to 3rd Vice-President.

Jim McGoldrick made the motion to accept Leon Reed as 3rd Vice-President.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

With a vacancy now existing at Treasurer, Ben Neil proposed Dr. Jeffrey Hess to fill the vacancy.  Motion was made and seconded and, after his resume was reviewed and discussed, Jeff Hess was accepted unanimously as the new Treasurer.

Region Commissioners: A motion was made by Jack Barnold to accept Thomas Johnson Soccer of Frederick as a new affiliate.  The motion was seconded and, with the assurance the paperwork was in order, the motion was accepted unanimously.

Girls ODP:
A written report was submitted to the Board by Dave Tenney, the Girls ODP Head Coach.  Highlights included 32 players selected to the Regional Pools and one for the National Camp.  A National Championship was won and the future looks very promising.  Several recommendations were offered as to tryouts, field usage and assistant coaches, which will be considered by the Board.

Boys ODP:
Two written reports were received, from Keith Tabatznik, the Head Coach and Jen Pagliaro, the Boys ODP Administrator.  Highlights included 28 players selected for the Regional Pools and 5 invited to National Camps.  Again, several recommendations were made for improvements, which will be reviewed prior to next year.

Director of Soccer Development:
Graham Ramsay recommended that the current Head Coaches be retained for the upcoming year.  Where some thought it would take 3 to 4 years to turn around the problems caused by the last few years of administration, it now appears the turnaround has already begun in earnest.  The C-course was a great success, with much help from Jerry May and Mandy Bishop.  We currently have two D-level, one E and several F’s planned.

Restructuring:
The following committees are being restructured: Finance now consists of Linda Norton, Jim McGoldrick, and Jeff Hess; Coaching now has Gene Whitney, Eric McAleer, Mark Molloy and Louise Waxler; and Strategic Planning has Leon Reed and needs volunteers.

Old Business:
The Admiral contract is being worked on with their Vice-President, Jonathan Hayden.  It was requested by Jim McGoldrick that a spreadsheet be prepared with the wants of MSYSA and what we plan on purchasing for issuance to Admiral.

New Business:
The US Soccer Foundation has requested attendance at their banquet.  Considering the cost of the tickets at $1000 each, Eric McAleer made a motion, which was seconded, to not purchase a ticket to the banquet.  The Board, after discussion, voted unanimously not to purchase tickets.

Leon Reed reported on the latest news pertaining to the SoccerPlex.  According to Leon: The original concept was to provide great fields, at an affordable cost, and to support the soccer community. He stated that it was the view of the clubs that the first task has been met, but the second and third are sorely lacking.  He further stated that in June, citing conflict of interest issues, the Maryland Soccer Foundation Board changed the status of the club representatives from members of the Board to an “advisory committee.”  Moreover, the clubs contend that the Board is also forcing the affiliates to purchase additional games at a higher cost than before.  The Montgomery County Government has been asked by the clubs to address the differences between the clubs and the Foundation.  According to Leon, for now, the affiliates are planning on playing there in the fall season with a hopeful resolution to be reached before the spring season.

Jerry May mentioned that Frederick County Youth Soccer is still not in good standing and the clubs with greater than 75 players are being encouraged to affiliate directly with MSYSA.  Gene Whitney has met with them and just recently got a list of clubs that were paid for last year.  It was pointed out that Certificates of Insurance are available for direct affiliates and we will offer, as a sign of good faith, certificates for the fall season.  Mike Basileo made a motion that any Frederick clubs directly affiliating before October 15, be allowed to waive the affiliation fee for this year.  The motion was seconded and after some discussion, was defeated by a vote of 3-for, 4-against and 4-abstentions.  Jerry then offered the insurance package for this year from Bollinger Insurance.  It is basically the same as last year.   The question came up as to the need for additional/excess liability insurance.  The Board will investigate if this is necessary.

The approval of Mandy Bishop as assistant coach at Notre Dame College was again up for review.  After some discussion, the Board deferred the approval to Jerry May, pending no interference with office work as required of Mandy.

It was recommended by Jerry May, that a new computer be purchased for use with the new registration package being built.  The existing computer can be upgraded for use with the accounting programs.  Jim McGoldrick made the motion, which was seconded and approved unanimously.

A question was raised as to who was required to attend the Region 1 meeting.  After some discussion, clarifications will be requested of the Region as to their needs.

Keith Tucker, acting as the Assistant Head Coach of Boys ODP, was not paid for his help this past year.  Given there was some unused salary for assistant age group coaches, Jack Barnold made the motion that the unused $800 be applied to a salary for Keith.  The motion was seconded and accepted unanimously.

The Board was made aware that there are contacts at SAC who are interested in using Covenant Park as an Education Center for courses, tryouts, etc.  The Board will further investigate the use of these facilities.

Mary Ann Kapcala presented notes from the AGM held in Florida in July.  A USYS grievance against USSF is going to be presented without delay.  There is a request for 10 additional referees at the Regionals, with one coming from Maryland.  The stipend for referees will be increased to $150, with $25 going for polo shirts for the entrance march.  In addition to the assessment of $10 per team entered in a state association’s Cup there will be an additional $1500 for housing for the referees as a result of Snickers no longer being the sponsor of the National Championships..  Bids will be due at the next Region 1 meeting for hosting the 2007-2008 Regionals.

A discussion on extending the position of ODP Head Coach to both Keith Tabatznik and Dave Tenney was held.  Jack Barnold made a motion to accept both for the upcoming year.  The motion was seconded and after further discussion, a friendly amendment was offered to accept both for this upcoming year, but to open the position to nominations earlier in the year in the future.  Jack accepted the friendly amendment and the Board then accepted the motion approving the appointment of Keith Tabatznik and Dave Tenney as ODP Head Coaches for 2006.

Any future activities should be sent to Linda Norton for inclusion in a calendar of events which will be posted on the web site.

Good-of-the-Game:
It was pointed out that USA Today had an awesome article on Oguchi Onyewu, a true Maryland player and his future with the Men’s National Team.  It was also noted that the Baltimore Colts won the Amateur version of the  Men’s National Open Cup, with Allied SC and the Bethesda Fury/Freedom finalists in the Men’s Amateur Cup and Women’s U-23 Cup, respectively..

The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 PM.

Submitted by Jack Barnold, 2nd Vice-President
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