MINUTES

MSYSA Executive Board Meeting

Wednesday, December 21, 2005
President Ben Neil called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the November 16, 2005, Meeting Minutes.
Board Members Present:  Ben Neil, Arlene Rodway, Linda Norton, Mike Sidlak, Rich Fabrizio, Jim McGoldrick, Gene Whitney, Mark Molloy, Larry Rockstroh,  Louise Waxler, Jeff Hess, Dave Gould, John Rupp, and Mike Basileo
Board Members Absent: Jack Barnold, Ray Fairgrieve, Herry Binnendijk and Leon Reed

Others Present: Jerry May, Graham Ramsay, Debbie Dooley, Colleen O’Neill Yanchulis, Jack Jones, and Mandy Bishop
President’s Report:  Ben Neil reported that we still have one vacancy on the Board, Central-East Region Commissioner (PG and Anne Arundel counties).  He introduced Colleen O’Neill Yanchulis, who served as DDP Administrator for the last two years, and expressed interest in filling the vacancy on the Board.  Motion made and seconded to accept Colleen as new Region  Commissioner for PG and Ann Arundel Counties. The motion was unanimously approved.

Ben mentioned that he has a schedule conflict with the January meeting.  It was decided that Exec. Vice President Jim McGoldrick will chair the January meeting.
Exec. V.P.:  Jim reported on the Workshop and having held a meeting with Jerry and Graham to discuss the plans that have been made.  Volunteers from the Board will be needed to assist with Registration, arranging for equipment to be in place, etc.  Jack Barnold will make the introductions during the Workshop.  Mike Sidlak would like to do a session on Risk Management.  If there are any additional ideas on sessions, please let Jerry, Mandy or Jim know.  Kaye McGoldrick requested donations for the Silent Auction, and asked that the donations either be sent to Kaye or the MSYSA office.  The bag stuffing “party” will be held Friday night, January 15th at 6:30 p.m., at the Mariner Arena.
1st V.P.:   Arlene reported that the MD Cup application is on the website.  This year, we have a large selection of fields from which to choose.
2nd V.P.:  No report.  Jack Barnold absent.
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s report, Profit and Loss Statement presented.  Motion made and seconded to accept the report.  Jeff and Jerry met to work on make adjustments in the budget format so it will be more consistent with the set-up of the P/L statement.
Registrar’s Report:  Mike reported that he has been spending a lot of time with International clearances.  Mike would like to put this information on the website, so most of the questions could be answered.  
3rd V.P.:  No report.  Leon Reed absent.
Regional Commissioners:  
New Affiliations:
Lion Soccer Club, Central East applied for affiliation.  It was reported that the club has three teams and comes to us voluntarily.  Motion made, seconded and passed unanimously to accept Lion Soccer Club.
SAM – Central West application. Motion was made, seconded and passed.  It is a recreational and classic league. The players will be registered MSYSA.  Discussion ensued with affiliation requirements (club vs. league).  SAM was affiliated as a club, which will run a league for teams both in the club and from outside organizations.
Greater Harford Soccer Foundation – Applied for non-voting associate membership.  Motion made, seconded, and passed to accept the organization.
Mark Molloy reported meeting with Gary Lynch, the Head Coach of the North Region DDP, Graham and Jerry to discuss the structure for the North DDP.  Mark reported that it was decided to establish two training venues for the North, one in, or near, Carroll County and the other in Harford County.
Girls ODP:  Written report from Debbie Dooley.  Of note, National team news:  of the 8 MD players invited to the camp, 5 were selected.  It was noted that GK Kiera Maker doing very well in the tryouts.  Meghan Holmes and Amanda Poach are on the U-20 National Team.  Indoor sessions will start in January.  A hotel search for the ODP Tournament needs to be started.   Report filed.
Boys ODP:  Written report from Jen Pagliaro, Administrator.  Rich Fabrizio mentioned that the boys ODP coaches kept the players busy – very organized – every player had a chance for a fair tryout.  An equitable experience.  Report filed.
The ODP Administrators were reminded that an insurance certificate is needed for the ODP International trips.  There was also a reminder that all ODP coaches must have a “D”  coaching  prior to formal ODP training starting in April. It was mentioned that John Dingle from SAC has offered Covenant Park’s all-weather fields for DDP or ODP training sessions.    
Director of Coaching:    Graham mentioned that The Heights School and Holy Cross fields are possibilities for ODP training sites.  Graham reported that in December he conducted an E license course in Frederick County and one in Columbia at Covenant Park.  A “D” Course will be again be held in St. Michaels, on the Eastern Shore between Christmas and New Years. The course is already overcapacity.  On January 7-8, 9:00 – 8:00 pm a Soccer Fitness workshop will be conducted by Dave Tenney at The Heights School in Potomac.
Finance:  Nothing to report at this time.

Coaching Committee:  Mark Molloy reported that Graham is working establish an arrangement with FA Learning Systems for on-line coaching courses.  Mark would like to reconvene the committee in the next few weeks before the National Coaches Convention to line up intentions and work out the details.  Mark stated (and others agreed) that we need to advertise our coaching education program better.  Gene added there that some of the work done by the Coaching Committee has been put in place, but that the Committee needs to continue its efforts.  

Strategic Planning Committee – Nothing to report – Ben noted there may be a change in this committee.  
New Business:  
Risk Management:  Mike Sidlak reported on MD’s new Risk Management program.  A motion was made and seconded in regard to a Zero Tolerance policy.  Mike asked if we intend to check all the coaches in MD.  It was discussed and decided that when a coach signs a Disclosure Statement, they are authorizing a background check to be performed as MSYSA deems appropriate.  The motion passed unanimously.
Jerry mentioned two outstanding issues:  What would be considered an adverse finding and what right of appeal would be provided?  It was agreed that conviction of a felony or a crime of violence would be grounds for disqualifying an individual.  Additional grounds for disqualification would have to be determine at a later date.  A right of appeal will be included in the Risk Management Policy.  Mike also mentioned that we need to come up with a procedure of what to do with other coaches that have been suspended by other states.  Mike said we will add this to our Disclosure Statement.  
Unfinished Business:  MD Soccer Magazine and MD News on-line, updating the state website.  Gene would be willing to work on this.  Discussion ensued regarding the electronic version of distributing the newspaper as a way to enhance our web presence.  We need to look at the current website and what Demosphere can offer through the site.  The last issue will be the March edition, as voted at the November meeting.  We need to have a plan of attack.  Discussion centered on the possibility of sending out 60,000 postcards and advertise on-line subscription.  Colleen volunteered to assist the effort by sending us copies of electronic publications she has put out.  

New Business:  Arnold Tarzy, President of Potomac Soccer Assoc., addressed the board on behalf of the U-13 Potomac team, that was invited to an International Tournament in France.  This might preclude their being able to play the MD State Cup Finals.  After much discussion, the Board voted not to allow a schedule change in the MD State Cup Finals.  The vote:  3 Yes, 7 No and 2 Abstaining.
Gene Whitney:  Reported on the status of the development of the On-line registration system.  He indicated that things were moving along with a first delivery and a  mid-Feb., Phase I launch; Phase II launch will be the beginning of March.  Gene is working on a roll-out plan.
Executive Director's Report:  NSCAA special ticket offer:  $10 Sat., Jan. 21. MSYSA meeting for MD Coaches is set for 4:00 on Sat. afternoon.  Second item:  Limited time and opportunity to purchase World Cup tickets.  At time of ticket purchase. you must supply your name and passport number.  There will be no transfers.  Third item:  Christmas presents from Admiral will be distributed at the January meeting.  
Executive Session:  The meeting then closed for an Executive Session.
The meeting reconvened after the Executive Session and then was adjourned by President Ben Neil at 9:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda R. Norton

MSYSA Secretary

