MINUTES

MSYSA Executive Board Meeting

Wednesday, October 19, 2005
President Ben Neil called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the September 20, 2005 Minutes.
Board Members Present:  Ben Neil, Rich Fabrizio, Linda Norton, Jeff Hess, Larry Rockstroh, Louise Waxler, Dave Gould, Mike Sidlak, Mike Basileo and Mary Ann Kapcala
Board Members Absent: Arlene Rodway, Leon Reed, Jim McGoldrick, Jack Barnold, Gene Whitney, Herry Binnendijk, Ray Fairgrieve and Mark Molloy
Others Present: Jerry May, Graham Ramsay, Dave Tenney, Debbie Dooley, Barbara Blanford and Mandy Bishop, John Rupp.
President’s Report:  
President Neil reported attending the Region 1 fall meeting where a straw vote was taken and that USYSA would remain in USSF.  Linda Norton will be going to the USYSA meeting in Chicago November 5 to represent Maryland, where an official vote will be taken.  
Ben reported that John Rupp from the Eastern Shore is interested in serving as a assistant Region Commissioner for the East Region.  Motion was made and seconded to accept John Repp as the Assistant East Region Commissioner, with the ability to vote at at MSYSA Board meeting when the East Region Commissioner is not present
Admiral Contract:  Ben presented the Admiral contract to the Board.  The contract is a two year extension of Admiral’s sponsorship relationship with MSYSA.  The Board reconfirmed its earlier approval of the extension of Admiral’s sponsorship.
Exec. V.P.:  In Jim McGoldrick’s absence, Ben reported that the Workshop is going to be held on Saturday, January 28, at the Baltimore Arena in conjunction with the Baltimore Blast.  Ben spoke with Joe Reick and and Greg Watson regarding the Referee Committee providing a free Grade 9 course to any MSYSA member attending the workshop.  In particular, this should be of interest to recreation clubs due to the fact that Grade 9 referees can serve as the center referee for recreation matches and as AR’s for up to U15 travel matches.  In this way, MSYSA will  be helping with a solution to the referee shortage situation.  
Jerry May mentioned that Workshop attendees will receive a Blast ticket included with the admission fee.  Jerry also mentioned we are still talking to DC United about the Workshop and they have expressed interest in being involved.  
1st V.P.:   Cup Report - Arlene Rodway was absent; however, she submitted the Cup report in written format.  Dates for the Cup are as previously reported.  A final decision on Cup fees will be made when information is received from several organizations regarding game fees for their fields.
Treasurer’s Report:  Jeff Hess presented the Profit and Loss Year to Date Comparison and mentioned he will be working with Jerry on revisions to the chart of accounts to establish more consistency with the MSYSA Budget items.  Motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer’s report.

Registrar’s Report:  Mike Basileo reported going to the Region I meeting, where he attended a session on Soccer Start (a program for disadvantaged communities).  During the Registrar’s session, he reported working on a common Out of State Permission form.    
2nd V.P.:  Jack Barnold’s written report on ODP was accepted by the Board.  Jack also included an item pertaining to an adjudication proceeding where a coach was suspended but the decision was not distributed to MSYSA registrars. Had one particular registrar not been knowledgeable of the case, the suspended coach could have be rostered to a team for the fall 2005 season while under suspension.  It was decided to check into the legal ramifications of posting the names of suspended players and coaches on the MSYSA website.
Ben Neil mentioned that MSYSA had received from a group in Columbia an application for affiliation and sanctioning of a winter league to be played on the turf fields at Covenant Park.  The documents referenced the name of the league as the “Columbia Invitational Winter Soccer League.”  The use of the terms “Columbia Invitational” was questioned by Louise Waxler because of potential confusion with the Columbia Invitational Tournament which is owned by the Soccer Association of Columbia. The documents are unclear as to whether the league has any official connection to SAC.  It was also pointed out that there was a discrepancy in the league’s documents where “Invitational” was included in the name of the league at one place in the documents, but not at another. The Board agreed to grant the league tentative approval and affiliation, pending clarification of the official name.  If SAC is not officially involved with the league, league organizers will be asked to remove “Invitational” from its name. This will be a USYSA-only league.  
Regional Commissioners:  No reports
Girls ODP:  Resumes of John Byford head coach and Christie Ganc assistant coach were presented for approval for the U-15 (1991) girls.  A motion made and seconded to accept the U-15 ODP coaching selections.  This completes the girls ODP coaching staff.  
Girls ODP Head Coach David Tenney submitted a report for the U-15s to go to Brazil and would like in the future for us to consider the older age group going to Brazil and the younger girls going to Scandinavia.  Dave’s concern about sending the U-15 Girls to Sweden this year relates to the expense of an additional $200 and one less day than the trip to Brazil.  The hope is that a more favorable dollar/Euro exchange rate in 2007 and more advance planning will make a Scandinavian trip more economically feasible in 2007.  Motion was made and seconded to approve the U-15 Girls trip to Brazil and the change in the ODP Policy Manual for Girls ODP trips in the future.  Fund raising was discussed with the possibility of letters to potential sponsors and other ideas. The Boys and Girls program would have a letter to assist with expenses for a certain individual player.  The motion was made, seconded and approved.  The sponsor letter idea will be discussed at the parent-player meeting as an up-front way of defraying expenses.  It should be noted if the check is made payable to MSYSA, it is tax-deductible.
Boys ODP:  A request was presented from Boys Head Coach Keith Tabatznik to approve Gary Dunda (Men’s Coach at Goucher College) as the 1993 age group Head Coach. Gary had previously been approved as an assistant with the 1990 age group.  Motion was made and approved to accept Gary Dunda as the 1993 Head Coach.  This leaves only the 1990 assistant coach position to be filled to complete the Boys staff. 
Director of Coaching:  Graham Ramsay reported that he did a coaching course for Special Olympics coaches and that he plans to meet with the Maryland SO rep to establish a stronger relationship between MSYSA and SO.  Approved Coaching Courses through December include:  E course in Columbia, an E in Middletown and the reestablishment of the popular D course in St. Michaels between Christmas and New Years.  Graham also announced that Dave Tenney will present this year’s Tactics Seminar on January 7-8.  The topic will be “Soccer Fitness for Youth Players.”  Graham discussed the lack of truly fit players and commented that the subtitle for the Tactics Seminar would be, “Any fool can get your tired, but few coached can get you fit.”  Graham also mentioned that he was finalizing arrangements with Matthew Hockin, with Bolton Wanderers of the English Premier League to be in Maryland for a week in May to present two seminars on Match Analysis titled  “Its About Winning.”
Finance –  Reference was made to MSYSA’s obligation under its contract with Admiral to provide Admiral with a full page ad in each issue of MSYSA’s newspaper, Maryland Soccer News. President Neil initiated a discussion regarding changing the format of MSN from a print publication to an electronic format and possibly giving Admiral a banner ad with a link to its website in lieu of the full-page ad in the print format.  Jerry is going to ask Jay Goldstein to investigate the possibility of a web-based Maryland Soccer News” and make a presentation at the November meeting. He will also discuss the proposition with Admiral and a modification in the contract language to permit a comparable electronic format ad should MSN be changed from a print format. Ben asked for a motion to table the issue until November.  A motion was made seconded to table the discussion and ask Jay Goldstein to attend the November meeting and present his ideas on electronic alternatives.  

New Business:

Ben Neil announced the formation of a Referee Assignment Committee. Members of this committee will include Kevin Healey, Linda Norton, Louise Waxler, Leon Reed, Ray Greenberg, Kathy Diapoulos, Joe Reick.  Ben indicated that Ray Maskel, a CEO in private business, has consented to Chair the committee.  The focus of the committee will be to begin an attempt to centralize assignment of youth games.  Many games are currently left uncovered, while referee sit at home without assignments.  Ben’s thought is that if all affected parties participate int he effort that perhaps a solution to this major problem shared by all clubs and leagues in the state could be obtained.  
Risk Management:
Mike Sidlak reported on conversations he had with Volunteer Select Plus, a Choice Point investigative service, with respect to background checks.  Bollinger referenced a program, with a set fee of $25 to set up an account, and then $6.95 for each application, to run member coaches through the police computer system. He will continue to look at other options.  He also stated that Rich Tompkins,  from E. PA, the Region 1 representative on USYS’s Risk Management Committee is going to send a Risk Management packet to the State office. Mike suggested that MSYSA provide links on its website to various risk management subjects, such as, Goal Post Safety, Lightning Safety and referee, coaches and parents Risk Management tips. Mike recommended creation of a formal MSYSA Risk Management Policy and putting it on the website as well. The Risk Management Committee is comprised of Mike Basileo, Jeff Hess and Ray Greenberg.  
Executive Director's Report:
Mandy has tickets for the Maryland Soccer Night on Saturday, Oct. 29, at  the University of Maryland, College Park where the MD Women face Boston College and the Men face Indiana.  A special proceeding during the evening will recognize and honoring MSYSA’s four Regional Champions.  
Board members were reminded that they are to wear MSYSA/Admiral apparel when representing MSYSA.  New members are to see Jerry after the meeting. 
Jerry reminded Board members that the Annual TOPSoccer event will be held Sunday, November 7, at the SoccerPlex.  He encouraged Board members to attend this special event, for very special athletes.
Jerry reported that he met with Gene Whitney concerning the roll-out for the on-line registration system.  Jerry mentioned that Gene believes an LCD projector will be needed for the training sessions pertaining to the new system.  He also indicated that Graham has a need for such a projector in some of his coaching presentations.   A motion was made and seconded to purchase an LCD projector for the MSYSA office.  

Good of the Game   
Louise thanked everyone for the flowers, cards and good wishes while she was ill.  Louise informed us the Kicks Against Breast Cancer will be held April 15th, with all the proceeds going to the Claudia Mayer Soccer Foundation.  This year’s goal is to raise $50K.  She also mentioned that  “Help Save the Women You Love” pins are on sale for $2.00 each.
Ben would like to entertain a motion that the we give Louise a free booth at the Workshop for her Kicks Against Breast Cancer tournament.  Motion was made and approved.
It was reported that at its recent meeting Region 1 approved raising to $500, the fine for any team participating in the Regional Championships which does not stay in a hotel provided by Region 1. 

It was noted that questions have been asked about whether recently canceled tournaments were still obligated to pay the MSYSA $10.00 per team sanction fee.  Jerry suggested a policy that if a tournament provided refunds to teams, that MSYSA not require payment of the $10 per team fee.    However, it a tournament does not issue a refund to teams,  the $10 fee would still be due to the State.  The suggested policy was approved by the Board.  Louise Waxler asked that the issue of whether the $10 per team tournament sanction fee should be continued be placed on the Agenda for the November meeting.
Mandy Bishop reported on the  Kohl’s American Cup, to be held on Nov. 19 in St. Mary’s County and a separate recreation team event to be held on the same date in Easton, MD.
 Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda R. Norton

MSYSA Secretary

