April 21, 2010

MSYSA Board Meeting Minutes

303 Najoles Road, Suite 109

Millersville MD 21108

Ben Neil called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.

Board members in attendance:  Ben Neil, Arlene Rodway, Linda Norton, Cliff Walcott, Gina Clapp, Mike Basileo,

Ray Greenberg, Gary Schneehagen, Mark Cantor, Sam Mangione, Rich Fabrizio, Bill Stara, Marie Langford, Craig Peterson.    Guest – Eric McAleer.  Board members absent:  Louise Waxler, Mark Molloy, Bob Deegan, Brent Boone, Gerry DiBartolo, Scott Eslick, Alan Buster, and Rich Ruiz.
Ben requested a motion to approve the February and March Minutes– Arlene Rodway made a motion to accept the minutes.  Motion was second by Linda Norton.  Motion approved unanimously. 
Eric McAleer – reviewed the ODP International trips – The 1993 boy’s team traveled to Italy; 1995 boys to England; 1996 Girls to Copenhagen, Denmark and Sweden and the 1997 boys to Scotland.  He thanked the Board members who represented the State.  The 97 Boys trip was challenging with the British Airways strike and the last minute changes in order to get a flight to Heathrow and then onto Glasgow.  He also commented on how cooperative the chaperones were on the trips and all their help.  Next year dates are set.
President – Ben Neil – Report concerning building purchase update.   Waiting for the appraisal to come back.  If appraisal agrees with the amount we have negotiated with the seller, we will then take the next steps.  If all works out settlement would be the end of May.

Been in contact with the Baltimore City concerning some of the closed or closing recreation centers.  One location is very convenient to 95 and the tunnel.  The city is venting our request for a long team lease.  Ben will keep us updated.
Sports source – Bill presented information at the last board meeting.  Since U13 would not be utilizing this service, player numbers decreased to 225+ players.  We are paying for 225 players Sports source in turn cut the scholarship monies from $2,500 to $2,000. Workbooks are being shipped to Bill.
Ben was asked by Region 1 if we would be interested in holding the 2011 National President Cup here.  Marie prepared the RFP.
Exec VP – Louise Waxler - absent
1st VP – Arlene Rodway –Cup Report – The first three rounds have been competed for the U14 through U17 girls and the U14 and U17 boys.  Quarterfinal games still need to be played in the U15 and U16 boys and, weather permitting; these two groups will play their quarterfinal matches on Sunday, April 25th.  This is also the date of the semi finals for all other age groups noted above.  These games will be played at the Harford County Polo Grounds.

The first round of the U18 games will commence between now and May 1st.  The second round will be held on May 2nd and again these games will be held at the Harford County Polo Grounds.  

The U19 application deadline is rapidly approaching and, at this time, no U19 girls teams have applied.  There are currently 6 U19 boys teams who have applied.

The weather has cooperated so far; however, rain is in the forecast from now through next week.  If this weekend’s games need to be postponed then the games will be split between May 1st and May 2nd.

This spring there have been multiple problems with coaches and parents.  This behavior is totally unacceptable and has prompted thoughts to make drastic changes in the State Cup.  The consensus of the Cup Committee is that starting in 2011, all preliminary round games will be played on a individual basis.  This means that Cup will commence for U13’s to U18’s on March 1st and all preliminary rounds will be played between March 1st and May 19th, 2011.  The home team will provide the field and obtain the referees and payment will still be according to the agreed upon contract.  The contract with the referees will need to be modified and this can be accomplished in the next 90 days.  There will no longer be a fall Cup and the fees will be reduced to cover all administrative costs.  The State Cup semi finals and finals for the U-13’s through U-18’s will be held the weekend of May 21St and May 22nd, 2011 and we will attempt to negotiate an agreement with the Soccer plex for these games.  The rain dates will be either May 22nd, June 2nd or June 3rd, 2011. 

We will make the necessary changes to the State Cup rules within the next 3 months and advertise the changes on the website.  For obvious reasons, the roster freeze date will be 24 hours prior to the first game that a team plays.  This will coincide with the current policy for the Region 1 leagues.  Also, the teams participating in the Region 1 Leagues will still adhere to the roster freeze dates for their leagues.

Arlene discussed with the board the bad behavior of parents and coaches on and off the fields.  Arlene will be presenting a new format for next year’s State Cup.  All of the above changes will be discussed further at the next board meeting.  
3rd VP – Cliff Walcott – helping with the inspection of the possible new office building – 

2nd VP- Linda Norton – reported that the trips were great, weather was great – awesome trip.
Registrar – Mike Basileo – looking at our policy of minimum and maximum of adult officials on a roster – Mike made a motion that the official rosters must have a minimum of 2 adult officials with a maximum of 4 adults on the front page and no more than 6 on the 2nd page.  Motion was second by Ray Greenberg.  Motion passed.
Made some inquires with Ernie at Youth Leagues to begin to get things lined up for the new registration system.
Affiliations:  Name changes – Bowie Soccer Club name changed to Maryland Rush and Potomac Valley Soccer Club change to Potomac Valley Youth Association.   All name changes approved by the board.  
Shooting Star Soccer Academy – Rich Fabrizio reviewed and discussed with the board since they are located in Rich’s area.   Rich made a motion to accept Shooting Star Soccer Academy.  Second by Mark Cantor.   Motion approved. 
Secretary – Gina Clapp - No report
Treasurer - Bob Deegan – Marie presented the financial information provided by Bob.  Any questions please contact Bob. 
At Large & District commissioners – no reports

DOC – Bill Stara – Report Attached -  

Replacement for RTP - Bill gave a handout and a presentation of a new program to replace RTP.  Would like the board to look over and give him our opinion of the program, he will bring it back to the board at the next meeting.  Ben made it clear that there must be volunteers to run, the office staff cannot take on another project especially with us preparing for the Regional championships that will be coming to Maryland in 2012 and 2013.
Discussed a mentor prospect that would work with Steve Pfeil.

Adjudication Committee – Ray Greenberg – Hearing has been scheduled Tuesday April 27 concerning a U9 game.
By-Law Committee – Ray Greenberg stated that the discussion concerning rewrites of the by-laws was deferred until this meeting.  The rewrite has combined the MSYSA constitution and By-laws with some wordsmithing.   General membership must approve the revisions at the AG meeting coming up in June.    Ray Greenberg made a motion to accept the rewritten bylaws.  Motion was second by Sam Mangione.   Motion approved.

State Youth Referee Administrator - Craig Peterson – two people working with him to assign the State Cup games.  National Ref’s were doing mentoring at the state cup games. Ten referees will be going to President Cup and 13 to ODP.
Executive director – Marie Langford – The State is holding $ 500 grant from region 1 for top soccer for any club that wants to start a top soccer program.  
Nominating committee – Contact Mark Molloy with nomination for the following positions: Executive VP, 2nd VP, 3rd VP, Secretary, two at large positions, two  District Commissioners  -  Nominations must be given to Mark by April 26.
Also due are the nominations of Coach, Volunteer and Referee of the year.  Nomination forms are on the website – announcements must be made on May 19th
Will honor our volunteers at the AGM on June 12th.

Workshop is in full swing – revenue so far $13,000 for the workshop – Marie has a tentative schedule:  referees will be doing a session; Ray Greenberg will be doing a session on adjudication, Mike Sidlak on risk management.  Larry Monaco has been invited to do a state of the USYSA organization.  Guest speaker is Sasho Cirovski, Head Coach of the Univ. Md., Terry Hassletine – State of Maryland – World Cup Bid 
Schedule for volunteers to help at the Workshop will be posted soon.

State Registrars will be invited to attend the workshop at no charge.

AGM – June 12th - 11:30 A. M.
Corrie Deegan will be a summer intern.

Motion to adjourn – approved.  
Minutes respectfully submitted by Gina Clapp, MSYSA Secretary.

